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Eruption: Iceland’s Eyjafjallajokull volcano sends ash into the air on Friday, with drifts of volcanic ash forcing airlines to ground flights across Europe

Volcano grounds Europe

VOLCANIC ash from the Eyjafjal-
lajokull eruption in Iceland has
grounded air traffic across
Europe for a third day, throwing
travel plans for hundreds of
delegates to the LNG16 confer-
ence in Oran, Algeria into dis-
array.

Hopes that flights from Paris to
Oran would be able to take off on
Sunday were dashed early Satur-
day afternoon with the closure of
French airspace until 0800 GMT
Monday at the earliest.

As Upstream went to press,
flights from London and Frank-
furt were still scheduled for take-
off on Sunday.

Flights from Toulouse and
Madrid were so far unaffected,
and Air Algerie said it planned
to operate flights to Oran and
Algiers from Barcelona and
Alicante on Sunday.

Air Algerie was upgrading to a
larger aircraft for its Heathrow
to Oran service to allow it to
carry all passengers due to
travel to the conference on both
Friday and Saturday’s cancelled
flights.

The LNGI16 organisers have
made a number of adjustments to
the programme in the wake of the
impact of the volcanic ash cloud
on flights from Europe.

Today there will be no confer-
ence sessions. However, the
LNG16 Exhibition will be com-
pleted on time and will open as
planned at midday.

All delegates and trade visitors
are welcome to attend to network
and to meet with exhibitors.

Lunch will also be available for
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delegates. A further update will be
provided regarding the programme
schedule for 19, 20 and 21 April.

Meanwhile, the UK’s National
Air Traffic Control Service (NATS)
issued a statement on Saturday
morning saying restrictions in
place across UK controlled
airspace would remain until at
least 0700 UK time on Sunday, 18
April.

NATS said high pressure is
keeping the cloud steady over the
UK, adding: “The volcanic ash
cloud from Iceland is moving
around and changing shape.

“Current forecasts show the
situation worsening throughout
Saturday. After 1900 (UK time),
Met Office forecasts show the ash
cloud progressively covering the
whole of the UK.”

Eurocontrol, which co-ordinates
air traffic control in 38 European
Union countries, said the ash was
moving east and south-east and
warned of “significant disruption of
air traffic”.

Virtually all of Europe’s major
airports remain closed, leaving
millions of air travelers stranded
after an estimated 16,000 flights
were cancelled on Friday.

As well as the UK, Ireland and
the Netherlands, air space in Aus-
tria, Belarus, Belgium, the Czech

Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Germany, Hungary,
Latvia, Slovakia, Switzerland and
Ukraine was closed.

Partial closures were in effect
in northern France, northern
Ttaly, Norway, Poland, Serbia and
Sweden.

The volcano is still erupting,
but volcanologists said the force
is less explosive than the initial
eruption on Wednesday, which
sent a column of fine, glassy,
volcanic ash 12 kilometres into
the atmosphere. The plume was
rising to a height of 8.5 kilometers
on Saturday.

However, some  experts
expressed concern that the neigh-
bouring Katla volcano, which is
potentially much larger and more
destructive than Eyjafjallajokull,
could come back to life.

It has been dormant since 1918,
having historically erupted at
intervals of 40 to 60 years.

Historic records reveal that
eruptions at Eyjafjallajokull have
on three previous occasions been
followed by Katla eruptions.

However, Matthew Roberts from
Iceland’s meterological office at-
tempted to quell such fears.

“There is a historical and geo-
logical linkage of Eyjafjallajokull
erupting together with Katla, but
we dont see any measurable
evidence that a larger and more
hazardous eruption is due,” he
said.
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Out of action: parked planes at Frankfurt airport on Friday,
grounded by the volcanic ash Photo: EPA/SCANPIX

Long wait: passengers line up for information at Heathrow Airport's
Terminal 5 in London on Friday as the grounded flights disrupt

travel plans for thousands of people Photo: BLOOMBERG





